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‘A Most Accomplished Prince’

On  April , the corpse of King Henry VII, ravaged by
tuberculosis, was laid in state in the chapel at Richmond Palace,

whence it would shortly be taken to Westminster Abbey for burial. Few
mourned that King’s passing, for although he had brought peace and
firm government to England and established the usurping Tudor
dynasty firmly on the throne, he had been regarded as a miser and an
extortionist.

The contrast between the dead King and his son and heir could not
have been greater. The seventeen-year-old Henry VIII was proclaimed

I have no fear but when you heard that our prince, now Henry the
Eighth, whom we may well call our Octavius, had succeeded to his
father’s throne, all your melancholy left you at once. What may you
not promise yourself from a prince with whose extraordinary and
almost divine character you are acquainted? When you know what
a hero he now shows himself, how wisely he behaves, what a lover
he is of justice and goodness, what affection he bears to the learned,
I will venture to swear you will need no wings to make you fly to
behold this new and auspicious star!

If you could see how here all the world is rejoicing in the
possession of so great a prince, how his life is all their desire, you
could not contain your tears for sheer joy. The heavens laugh, the

knightly virtues – was also the day after St George’s Day. The rejoicings
that greeted Henry’s accession were ecstatic and unprecedented, for it
was believed that he would usher in ‘a golden world’.2

William Blount, Lord Mountjoy, a courtier, expressed the national
mood in a letter to his fellow humanist, the renowned Desiderius
Erasmus:

King on 24 April,1 which – most apt for a prince who embodied all the
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