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THIS SToRY STARTS IN 2008

| AM TWENTY-ONE YEARS OLD.

| HAVE JUST GRADVATED FROM

/

UNIVERSITY WITH AN ARTS DEGREE,
PAID FOR WITH STUDENT LOANS.

N
\

'™ FROM CAPE RRETON,

/ A REAVTIFUL ISLAND OFf THE

EAST CoAST OF CANADA, IN THE
PRONINCE OF NoOVA SCOTIA.

THIS IS ME AT 'rwew'rv-one,\
I'™ MUCH OLDER NOW, AND

THREE DIMENSIONAL.

|




CAPE BRETON USED TO EXPORT FISH,
COAL, AND STEEL; BUT IN 2005,
ITS MAIN EXPORT IS PEOPLE.

IT'S NoT A UNIQUE STORY
IN ATLANTIC CANADA.

NoR IS IT A NEW ONE. EVERY

CAPE BRETON FAMILY HAS HAD ITS
SHARE OF EMPTY CHAIRS AROUVND
THE TARBLE, FoR A HUNDRED YEARS.

FATHERS, SIBLINGS, COUSINS; GONE
TO THE "B0SToN STATES," GONE

TO ONTARIO, GONE TO ALRERTA—
GONE To BE CHEAP LAROUR WHERE
R00MING INDUSTRIES DEMANDED IT.

THE ONLY MESSAGE WE GoT ABOVT A
BETTER FUTURE WAS THAT WE HAD
TO LEAVE HOME To HAVE ONE.

WE OID NoT QUESTION IT, BECAUSE

THIS IS THE HAVE-NOoT REGloN OF A

HAVE-NoT PROVINCE, AND [T HAS NoT
BOOMED HERE IN GENERATIONS.




| NEED To TELL You THIS—

THERE IS No KNOWING CAPE BRETON
WITHOUT KNOWING HOW DEEPLY
INGRAINED TWO DIAMETRICALLY
OPPOSED EXPERIENCES ARE:

A OEEP LOVE FoR HoMmE, AND THeE
KNowL€EDGE OF How FREQUENTLY
WE HAVE To LEAVE IT To FIND
WORK SOMEWHERE ELSE.

THIS PuSH AND PuULL DEFINES vs. IT'S
ALL OVER OUR Music, OUR LITERATURE,
OUR ART, AND OUR UNDERSTANDING
OF OVR PLACE IN THE WoRLD.

B

To "HAVE-NoT" IS A MENTAL STATE
AS WELL AS AN ECONOMIC ONE.

OH THE SWEAT ON THe
BACK IS No JoY To BEHOLD
IN THE HEAT OF THE STEEL
PLANT OR MINING THE CoAL

AND THE FOREIGN-OWNED
COMPANIES FoRCE VS To FIGHT
FoR OUR SURVINAL
AND FoR OUR RIGHTS




AND |F THE BETTER FUTURE IS
ELSEWHERE, THE PRESENT IS fuLlL OF
NEWS CONFERENCES WHERE IMPORTANT
MEN CRUSH LocAL INDUSTRIES LIKE

A CIGARETTE UNDER A SHoE, wWHILE
PEOPLE WITH ACCENTS LIKE MY OwWN
DESPERATELY DEMAND To KNOW

HOW THEY wiLL LIVE NOow.

[ TeLL us THe TRUTH! |
e

: — Ay
H 4 i ’-\%

-

7 T
| WANT To HEAR

S 5] L AROUT MY LIVELIHOOD!

| WON'T LET Yov

[ YoVu'RE

/ DESTROY MY LIFE \ A LIAR!

| AND THE LIVES OF \

' MY CHILOREN! e
T

WE'RE HERE AND WE'RE
NOT GoING AWAY! WE'RE NOT
“"GOIN' DOWN THE RoAD!"

| kNow
/Nou cANT 1‘2;0‘5
| CHANGE n) o
—= y—""

N\ will ALWAYS HURT.

| LEARN THAT | CAN HAVE
OPPORTUNITY OR | CAN HAVE HOME.
| CANNOT HAVE BOTH, AND EITHER

s

| LEARN, BY TWENTY-ONE,
THAT ANY JoB S A GOoD JoB.
EVEN A BAD JoR |S A GOoD Jog;
YOU'RE LVCKkY TO HAVE IT.
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IN 2005, THE PLACE To Go To FIND
THE GoOD JoR, THE GoOD MoNEY, THE
BETTER LIFE, IS THE OIL SANDS OF

NORTHERN ALRERTA.
\

EVERYONE IS GoING.

IT'S RoOMING THERE. OIL IS WORTH
MORE THAN EVER. THOUSANDS OF JoBs.
No END To THE mMoNEeY. IT'S THE

BEST AND FASTEST wWAY OuT OF

A DEBILITATING STUDENT DEBT.

AND | AM EAGER TO SEVER THAT
WEIGHTED ANCHOR.

The smell of money

T B
\

| IT Is TIME FOR ANOTHER EMPTY |

\ CHAIR AROUND THE TARLE. J
\\\\ ‘_/_//"/
f/w e
///

e

COIT IS TImE
L 1o qo.
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FAMILY

KATIE BEATON
RECENT ARTS GRADVATE
MOUNT ALLISON UNIVERSITY

NEIL BEATON MARION BEATON
MEAT CUTTER 1 FINANCIAL SERVICES REPRESENTATIVE
MABOY GROCERY STORE d EAST COAST CREDIT uNION

X

l(

BECKY BEATON
RECENT SCIENCE GRADUATE
ST FRANCIS XAVIER UNIVERSITY

MAVRA BEATON
IN HER THIRD YEAR AT
ST FRANCIS XAVIER UNIVERSITY

LAVREEN BEATON
GRADE ELEVEN
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT







Labeon Bk ol N

KATIE ARE Yov
NEARLY DONE THERE?
| NEED THE PHONE.

Around Town
B Gt feran

EoUChip Ml o

GURL AR Tu REN

WAL B




| DON'T LIKE IT,

YOU GOING OUT WesT.

IT'S ToO MucH!
WHAT wiLL Yov 0o?

THAT'S WHAT (M
FIGURING OVT, Mmom,

WELL THERE
ARE—

THERE ARE JoBS
IN OTHER PLACES!
YOU HAVE THe
EDUCATION Now!

THAT'S WHY | ALWAYS
WANTED Yous TO GO

TO scHooL.

MOM, You CAN'T GET A
JOB WITH A B.A.

NOT A GOoD
ONE, | MEAN.

WELL THEN
WHAT WAS
IT fFORM

20



DO YOU KNOW HOW MucCH
INTEREST You PAY ON
STUDENT LoANS IF Yov
CAN ONLY MAKE MINIMUM

PAYMENTS?

AND How MANY YEARS

THAT wiLL ADD? How

HARD THAT MAKES IT
TO GET AHEAD?

'LL NEVER MAKE ENOVGH

"\;‘ i

STARTING OVT N
THE ARTS TOo HAVE

THIS STUDENT LOAN IS A
£00T ON MY NécK. I'LL
8E STUCK, UNTIL

| GIVE vP TRYING.

ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT—
MA, ComE QUICK, YouR
DAUVGHTER IS BREING
DRAMATIC.

WE NEED
THe

/\ To STRUGGLE.

WE KNow, KATE.
WE ONLY WANT
THE REST. we
DON'T WANT
YOou To HAVE

\V/

FOR GoD'S SAKE, ISN'T
THAT WHY You WENT
TOo scHoolL?

| LIKE WHAT
| WENT To
SCHOOL FoR.

3;

.
AT
=)

| WANT To 0o WHAT
| WENT To SchOoL FoR.
IF | WANTED To B¢ A
NURSE, D BE A NURSE,

\\ﬁ Eu:/_<
THe ( N
AREN'T

THAT

ARTS
SIMPLE. /

NURSING IS A GooD
Jog Too.

YES, NURSING IS
A GREAT JoB.

21



/YOU CoULD BE A
TEACHER YET.

BUuT WHAT IS FOR
YOU IN FoRT
McMURRAY?

You STILL HAVE ToO
GET AHEAD, EVEN wiThH
A DEGREE. IT'S NoT A

GOLDEN TICKET.

DAD, | DON'T WANT
TO 8E A TEACHER!

WHY NoT! THeY | UNDERSTAND THAT DAD, WHY CAN'T | DO
GET GoOD RENEFITS, IT'S A GooD Jok RUT SOMETHING | LOVE
NVACATION, PENSION... | DON'T WANT TO B&E INSTEAD!

A TEACHER! J
; AcH
YOU CAN | ALWAYS \ OKAY, THAT'S NICE, So 8UT | NEED THE
LIKE SAID GaD wWHY CAN'T | use TH€M‘ CHANCE To EVEN

TEACHING. GAVE Yous

TALENTS.

TRY FIRST, Yov
UNDERSTAND?

22



o
WHAT Do You MEAN?

| JUST, LIKE, How Do
YOou KNOwW WHAT To
TAKE? WHAT'S RIGHT?

IT'S KIND OF A QUESS
NO MATTER WHAT,
BUT DoN'T WoRRY,

YOU'RE SMART. You'LL

CHOOSE RIGHT.

STILL HAVE
ANOTHER
YEAR To
DECIDE,

LAVREEN.

| MEAN YoV CAN \
PRORABLY GET INTO ANY

SCHOOL HERE THAT
You APPLY To.

DID Yov
CHOOSE RIGHT?

HAHA, | HOPE So. | ToLD
MOM AND DAD THERE
WERE GOVERNMENT JOBS
IN HISTORY AND

ARE YoV GoING To Go
BACKk To scHool?

A MASTERS?
YEAH, IF |

KNEw WHAT
| WANTED.

23



You JusT NO, \ S0 WHAT
SAID IT wAS | DIDN'T! oo | po!
OKAY To GRAD
Guess! scHooL IS
DIFFERENT.
[l
3
a

I w|sr\\1 i
| couLd
TELL You.

THERE WAS THIS GUY IN MY PROGRAM.
HE CHANGED MAJORS A FEW TIMES.
HE WAS IN UNDERGRAD FoR SEVEWN

YEARS OR SOMETHING.

- ~ A \ R
! N ; . - R | Vil
; B | ] ) I
e ! Ry / s ' Lo \‘»[\ .
A L i [ K )
[ S s \x - ‘\ ST
J e ! > . \
- o R N /
/ - g N o
/! 7 ;
Vd / < - _
| i \ '

AND THERE WAS THIS OTHER GuY,
HE KEPT FAILING BVUT HIS PARENTS
KEPT HIM THERE SoMEHOW.

HE NEVER WENT To CLASS.

AND THERE WERE
OTHERS. | DUNNO,
YOU CoULD JusST
TELL SOMETIMES
WHo DIDN'T HAVE
TO RORROW MolNEY
T0 Go To

\scﬂoo:\

SOME OF MY FRIENDS
ARE TAKING UNPAID
INTERNSHIPS FOR A

YEAR To QGET INTO
THE FIELD OF WoRK
THEY WANT.




SO WHAT ABOVT
THESE PEoPLE?

NOTHING.

THEY'RE
JUST
NOT s,

WE CAN'T Fuck /‘\ROUND\
LIKE THAT wiTHOUT
GETTING INTO DEBT
WE CAN'T RECOVER

FROM.

| GOT WHAT | GoT,
AND IT'S A B.A., AND
THERE'S No JoBs,

| CHoSE
WHAT |
LOVED AND
THOVGHT |
COULD MAKE
IT WORK,

UGH No PRESSURE THEN!
THANKS A LOT!

HAHA
SORRY!

WELL WHAT ARE Yov
GOING TO DO IN THE
olL SANDS? JEEZ, IT'S...

| PICTURE You woRKING
IN A MUSEUM, NoT
"THE OIL SANDS."

ALL | WANT To
DO IS PAY OFF MY
STUDENT LoANS.

8uT | DON'T KNOW
WHAT JOR TO GET THERE
OR WHAT '™ DoING.
| JUST KNOW THAT'S
WHERE PEOPLE Go FoR
GOoD MoNEY.

DON'T TELL MOM AND
DAD THAT, THOUGH.

| DON'T WANT THEM To
WORRY ABOVT ME.




| PUT THE STUDENT
NEWSPAPERS WITH MY
COMICS IN THIS ROKX.
| MARKED IT.

DON'T THROW
THEM AWAY,

OKM??/_\

'M JUST LETTING
You KwNow IT's
THERE.

QTIE, | WOULDN'T Do THAT. YOU MUSTN'T EVER LOSE THE %
CREATIVE GIFTS YOU'NE REEN GIVEN.

YOU CAN'T TeLL mE

THAT ALL THE TIme

AND THEN TELL M€
TO BRE A NuURSE!




OR! HEY uNcLE—
| DIDM'T HEAR You

COME |N.

YOUR DA WAS
TELLING ME Yov
WERE THINKING OF
HEADING WEST!

TELL You WHAT 1D Do,
WHAT | SEEN [N THESE
WORK SITES...

OVT THERE.
T

IF | WERE You, (D GET
A Jo& IN A ToolL CRIB

WHAT'S A
ToolL CRIR?

IT'S NoT Too RAD,
IT'S JUST HANDING
ouT TooLs,
INVENTORY.

1
ﬂ’}‘))

1
Sc
é

K

&UT—YOU CAN Do IT ON
SITE, GET THE LABOUR
WAGES, AND You DoN'T
NEED A TRADE.

THAT'LL SET
You VP IN THE
CAMPS, WHERE
THE REAL
MONEY IS.




HARD To GET A
CAMP JoB WITHOVT

| STILL DON'T LIKE IT!

| ONLY EVER WANTED
Yous To GE€T THE
EDUCATION—YOU'RE
ONLY A YouNG GIRL!

N

v~

—

YOU AND YoUR BROTHERS
AND SISTERS ALL WENT
TO ONTARIO To woRK
IN CAR FACTORIES WHEN

YOU WERE YOUNGER
THAN mé!

WE WEREN'T.

N
/ 1
WELL |...| suPPOSE we AND WHERE ARE THE You
FELT WE WERE OLD REST Now BUT IN CAME AND THEY
THEN, BUT mAve¢ ONTARIO STILL, AND BACK WOuLD cone

BACK ToO IF
THEY couLD!

I'M NoT GoING To RE
SOMEONE WHO STAYS IN
ALBERTA FoREVER.

THERE'S MANY
wWHo HAVE
SAID THAT.

(" *Tool..cRig"
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h

| HAVE
HOLY WATER.

IT GOES TO CALGARY
FIRST, THEN FORT

McMURRAY...
\\

IN THE NAME OF
/’ THE FATHER, SoN,
N AND HoLY SPIRIT—
" -

" GoD BLESS OUR KATIE,

AND RRING HER RBACK
TO VS SAFELY.

0l0 Yov
BRING YOUR
TRAVELLER'S
CHEQUES? 7

HAHA NO—NORODY VSES

\T"E: ANYMORE.
'VE GOT ALL

OH MY GIRL,
My 8lG GIRL...

ALL MY GIRLS
ARE SO Riq.
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| WISH Yous WERE LITTLE AGAIN!
A MOTHER SHOULD HAVE TIME WITH HER
CHILOREN—THERE WAS NEVER ANY
TIME WITH WORK AND—

WE ARE PROVD OF
EVERYTHING You 0ID
FOR wvs!

g__y/

\

"\/1 /f;

W=
e

WE TURNED OVT \

OKAY, RIGHT?

ILL BE OKAY.
PLEASE <

DON'T WORRY

SO MUuCH.

i

OF COURSE | WORRY,
KATIE, YOUR LIVES ARE
SO PRECIOUS TO ME.

YOv CAN CALL COLLECT.

WHEN Yov CALL,

IT WON'T COST You.

NO ONE DOES THAT
ANYMORE EITHER.
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ILL CALL. AND I'LL
BE BACK BEFORE Yov

- A . ‘\!
N

Fo)o
\ \Jd

\\.u 7 . i

8YE, Mmom. | \ \J \
|

| LOVE You. w 1 A
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McMURRAY

v
4
«
a
z
<
o
o
7
o)
Q
=
2
o
z.

N Ny

YEAW—
| MADE IT.
J)
L

o
A




THIS wiLL PRoRABLY
BE YOUR SECTION
MOST OF THE TImME.

-

,w\\
\‘\'

ok\%

4

NOT BAD.
JUST LESS BuSY.

=

AV IAN

THE REST PLACE IS
THE BAR SECTION, BUT
IT TAKES A LoT OF
SENIORITY To GET
THERE. BIG TIPS,

/ &ls TIPs? \?/
EVEN [N THE miDOLE | JUST SPENT ALL m)

OF THE DAY? MONEY GETTING HERE.

IT'S JUST THAT—

YOU'LL MAKE IT
BACK M'LOVE.
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HELLO? 'M CALLING ABOVT THE AD IN
THE PAPER—THE TooL CRIR PosITION?




WHAT THE
HELL?

WAS THAT YOWR
BRIG FAMILY TARLE
THAT JUST LEFT?

THE moMm AND
THE KlDS?

Two DOLLARS,
UNDER A

THEY ORDERED SO MUCH FOOD,
AND THEY WERE HERE FOR
SO LONG, AND THEY HAD
A BRAND NEwW GIANT
CAR AND EVERYTHING!

—_—

YEAH SOME PEOPLE CAN GET
RICH HERE BUT STILL NEVER LEAVE

=

\i‘i"nomno OR WHEREVER.
,\ -

WORK YOVR WAY
TO THE BAR IF You
DON'T GET A
CAMP Jog.

THE QuY¥s Go
THROVGH MONEY
LIKE AlR.
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ALL THE WAY FROM
NOVA SCOTIA.

WELL THAT'S NoT
UNCOMMON.

SIX DAYS ON, SIX OFF, TWELVE-HOUR

SHIFTS. VSVALLY THERE ARE
PLENTY OF SHIFTS To

PICK VP IN RETWEEN.

THE SHIFTS ARE SPLIT
RETWEEN DAY AND
NIGHT.

Yov'LL GET

t vsSeED To |IT.

YOV'RE GOING TO NEED A W.H.Mm.LS.
CERTIFICATION, STEEL-TOED BOOTS,
AND SOME OTHER THINGS

WE'VE OVTLINED HERE.
\/\f/ =

READY TO
WORK?

THAT'S WHAT
'M HERE FOR!
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!‘ DAD! | CAN'T GO TO sOoMEe WELL THEY CALLED LOOKING FOR You—
\NSTRF\NGEK'S HOME FOR AND THEY'RE NOT STRANGERS.
THANKSGIVING! ﬁ — T
ARCHIE GREW
VP ACROSS THE

ROAD FROM
OVRSELVES.

OKAY, SO HOw COME P L
I'VE NEVER MET HIMm -~ RN OR MAYRE You e
BEFORE? " he moveo WERE A BARY. L ‘\
ouT WEST | CAN'T KEEP e
BEFORE You _ Yous STRAIGHT. ) A
WERE BORN. ‘\—/ B
A o

—

WELL BUT WHAT
| THINK,

S IF THEY'RE ;
JUST REING MY DAUGHTER, P
NICE?? THAT IS THE =

40
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IS THIS THe IT IS IF YOu G€T oW ORIENTATION.
SYNCRUDE THE RIGHT Bus.
BUS STOP? =

LEAST YOU'RE
GETTING
PAIlD.
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